Update Draft 4/17/13
Proposal #2
Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS)
Background

Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS) is a paper-and-pencil questionnaire administered biennially to 6th, 8th, 10th grade students in the fall of even numbered years. It is based on the Communities That Care (CTN) model developed for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration (SAMHSA) which measures risk and protective factors, behaviors and consequences. Thus the CCYS is explicitly designed to support planning, implementation and evaluation of prevention programming at the state, community and school levels. While it is especially designed for substance abuse prevention, and is consistent with SAMHSA’s Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF), the CCYS includes other elements, such as violence measures required by other federal and private foundation sponsors. The CCYS is especially useful for school-based programming, but is very useful for community-based programming as well because it represents the middle and high school students and presents their perspective of community. The CCYS is typically conducted in the fall of the school year so that reports can be delivered back to the school districts in the spring semester to support planning for the next school year. Louisiana has conducted CCYS surveys on a regular two-year cycle. The most current reports include data for 2006, 2008 and 2010. 

School surveys consistently provide higher estimates, often twice as high, on substance use-related indicators among adolescents in comparison to household surveys such as the National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH). While NSDUH provides a national standard, employs state-of-the-art methodologies, and should be highly reliable, there is reason to believe it systematically under estimates substance use-related indicators among adolescents ages 12-17.
	Issue
	Proposed Action
	Implementation

	1. Survey Participation – School participation in New Orleans has been as low as 10 percent, making the survey next to useless for community-level planning and monitoring. Because the CCYS methodology is based on a census model, rather than a probability sample, participation by a very large proportion of schools, and students within schools, is needed in order to establish representativeness. (For planning purposes, certain indicators have been estimated based on neighboring parishes and state-level statistics; these estimates do not provide a baseline for monitoring change.) 
	The Metropolitan Human Services District (MHSD) and Coalition members should engage in a concerted effort to maximize CCYS participation of schools in the District and Jefferson Parish in the CCYS with the goal of reaching a minimum of 70 percent participation in 2014, with further improvement in subsequent years. Private schools, which may represent one-third of school children in New Orleans, should be included. Participation in communities that may be targeted in Coalition action plans is especially important.
	a- Establish sub-committee to develop detailed action plan.

	2. School-level Reports – The CCYS can be used to develop school-level policies and programs, but this data may not be routinely available to individual schools.
	The contractor should be required to produce school-level CCYS reports on request of the school or school district whenever the sample size is sufficient.
	Bill Blanchard (OBH) reported that school superintendents receive school-specific reports and can share them with principals

	3. Geography – The CCYS can be used for planning and monitoring at the community level (e.g., sub-parish areas) as well as evaluate outcomes for targeted communities (which is required to obtain certain grant funding). However, there may be no capacity to routinely produce reports or tabulations for specific communities. New Orleans is a diverse parish with a large and growing school population. Unfortunately, while there are multiple school districts, they are not geographically based. However with sufficient school participation, it would be possible to approximate community characteristics by aggregating schools located within certain areas. Alternately the survey could ask students to enter their zip code.
	(a) The contractor should be required to produce on request (from appropriate authority) separate parish-level reports or tabulations (i) for private and public schools and (ii) for designated sets of schools constituting a school district, and (iii) for designated sets of schools that constitute a community or neighborhood.
(b) The possibility of adding student postal zip code to the survey content should be explored.
	a- Meet with contractor/evaluator to discuss proposals.
Note: the students’ postal zip code is collected on the CCYS survey.

	4. Survey Length – The CCYS is a relatively long survey. A significant portion of students may not complete the whole survey in a single class period, especially in the lower grades. The length of the survey is one barrier to greater participation by schools. 
	Develop strategies for shortening the survey and/or facilitating the administration of the survey.
One strategy for shortening the survey is to reduce the number of risk and protective factors that measured by eliminating those factors that are not subject to change through programmatic effort.
	a- Meet with contractor/evaluator to discuss proposals.



	5. Additional Content – (a) The CCYS includes a section on how students obtain alcohol. This has been very useful for prevention policy and planning. There is no similar section for drugs. 
	Develop a parallel for marijuana, prescription drug, or illicit drugs in general.
	a- Meet with contractor/evaluator to discuss proposals.



	6. Further Analysis – The CCYS includes items representing substance dependence criteria for both alcohol and other drugs. The CCYS is the only available school-based survey that provides this. Additional indicators, based on existing items, should be developed to represent levels of use (e.g., heavy use) that clearly require some intervention but for which the student have not self-reported three or more dependence criteria.
	The contractor should develop indicators that represent the need for brief intervention or indicated prevention services. Alternately, the data should be made available for secondary analysis and we would have to find resources to develop the algorithms and report design.
	a- Meet with contractor/evaluator to discuss proposals.



	7. It is not clear how to use the CCYS to identify the need for selective prevention services. The overall percent of students at high risk (based on scoring positive on multiple risk factors) does not appear to inform the need for selective services which are typically targeted to specific high risk populations such as children of alcoholics.
	The contractor should develop indicators that represent the need for selective prevention services. Alternately, the data should be made available for secondary analysis and we would have to find resources to develop the algorithms and report design.
	a- Meet with contractor/evaluator to discuss proposals.
b- Bill Blanchard (OBH) reported that data has been and can be made available for secondary analysis.


	8. Prevention service planners and providers may not be adequately using data from the CCYS and other surveys to establish need, plan and implement prevention services responsive to schools and communities.
	The state Office of Behavioral Health, MHSD and Coalition members should work together to develop learning collaborative/communities of practice to use the CCYS and other information resources to plan, implement and evaluate prevention services.
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