Notes on Prevention Workgroup Meeting 1/25/13
Meeting was held at Healing Hearts on Airline beginning at 10 am
In attendance - Donna Betzer, Freddie Landry, Joyce Bracey, Pat Thomas, Chaila Williams, Bridget Bailey, Mary Lou McCall,  Dan Schneider, Bob Gallati, Ariel Goolsby, Valerie Morgan, Sr. Mary Heenan, Theresa Jacobson, Shannon Cykes (sp?? Tangi), Terri Smith, Pat Watson, Lauren Carson, Stephanie Haynes, 


To begin the meeting, the action plan for goal 2 as it has been populated to date was reviewed as a means to bring all participants up to speed on work done to date. 
The group reviewed what was covered at the last meeting regarding brain science and several members shared the research they had gathered that further explored or explained this message.  Much of the information available comes from NIDA.  Others suggested additional information could be gathered from CASA at Columbia, Harvard Medical School, Partnership for a Drug Free America, FACE.org, Dr. Scribner’s study.
It was suggested that while members of the workgroup needed to educate themselves further on Brain Science, the messaging that we craft should simply refer to general acceptance of what Brain Science proves, instead of trying to teach the general population about Brain Science.
Bridget Bailey, TRACC Coalition, shared messaging that was used effectively in Tangipahoa.  All messaging was targeted to adults, but the outcome was a reduction in student perception of perceived adult acceptance.  Bridget also shared their effort, “In the Zone,” a family area for parades that is alcohol and drug free.  This was discussed as an opportunity for New Orleans to adopt. Must include Law Enforcement in planning which takes 2 to 3 months. A similar program exists at the Family Center of Hope at St. Charles and Napoleon with Youth Against Tobacco.
Additional prevention workgroup messages were prioritized:
1. Brain Science
a. Brain damage caused by substance use
b. Risk for addiction higher for underage users
2. Violence and Suicide
a. Violence highly linked to substance use
b. Violence to self (including RX)
c. Violence to others
3. Binge Drinking
a. De-glamorize substance abuse
b. Link self-respect to resisting substance use
c. Youth empowerment (responsibility)
4. Parental Modeling and Legal Awareness
a. Children follow parents’ example
b. Parents can go to jail for providing substances to minors
5. Health Promotion and Pro-Social Behavior
a. Children who are active are less likely to use substances
b. Substance use impacts overall health
6. Economic and Human Impact
a. Tax dollars spent on substance use and abuse
b. Lives lost to substance use
c. 
Additional coalition members were to be targeted including:
· Universities 
· Health Dept – Chris Gunther - Joyce
· PTA Presidents
· RSD
· Parents/Grandparents
· NORD – Donna/PYD
· LSU AG - Donna
· Faith based groups – Freddie
· FINS
· Algiers Charter Schools - Donna

Discussion of existing research and surveys available to the workgroup as well as what is needed:
Exists
· Behavioral Risk Survey of Adults
· CCYS
· CORE

Needed
· Parental surveys (focused or citywide) – use parent meetings
· Schools and providers to determine health promotion efforts in schools and targets


Next meeting: 2/1/13
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