Notes on Prevention Workgroup Meeting 1/11/13

Meeting was held at Healing Hearts on Airline beginning at 10 am
In attendance - Donna Betzer, Freddie Landry, Kathleen Whalen, Lauren Carson, David Alvarez, Ariel Goolsby, Pat Thomas, Valerie Morgan, Chaila Williams, Ann Thompson, Danielle Veal, Bridget Bailey, Mary Lou McCall,  Dan Schneider and Bob Gallati.
As the goal set forth by the group is: “There is a lack of understanding of the damage underage drinking and illicit drugs have in the brain,” the meeting began with video with “Brain Science” message to educate all members and provide platform for discussion.  The objective of this meeting was to determine what the message would be that our group would put forth to achieve the goal of education to the various target audiences.
Various strategies were discussed:
· Take advantage of timing and the broader current discussion of brain damage (i.e. concussions)
· Message of empowerment for youth to protect their only brain
· Use science to confront myths and community norms
· Consider a message focused on the “Consumption of Legal Drugs”
· Position as part of a comprehensive public health message – Health & Wellness
· Do not focus on the legal aspect of the drinking age since there are so many legal loop holes.
· Do not focus on a fear message
· Consider a “Did You Know” message tailored to multiple audiences
Members of the Prevention Workgroup are to bring, “Did You Know “research or data to the next meeting.
Tangipahoa Parish shared success and messaging that was used in their past campaigns and offered to share with GNODDRC.  This parish used CCYS and phone surveys to document success.  The phone surveys did not prove to be a reliable survey source to target the broader community.  Discussion was had regarding what other opportunities to gather data to evaluation success could be used and a discussion would be planned for the following week with Bob Gallati.

Next meeting: 1/25/13

