Notes on Prevention Workgroup Meeting 11/30/2012

Meeting was held at Healing Hearts on Airline from 10 am until approximately 12:30

In attendance - Terri Smith, Mary Lou McCall, Chaila Williams, Melisse Meza, Pat Thomas, Donielle Veal, Dan Schneider, Stephanie Haynes, Freddie Landry, Seton Jenkins, Ariel Goolsby, David Alvarez

The discussion was opened with a recap of the problem statements listed in the Strategic Plan for the GNODDR.  While the Prevention Committee had chosen Goal two to begin planning, they had never formally prioritized the problem they would address.   The problem statements were – 

High level of availability and use of alcohol and other illict drugs by youth

High rate of prescription drug abuse

High rate of binge drinking in young adult and adult populations
[bookmark: _GoBack]
High level of college students who regularly use marijuana and illicit drugs

Low level of awareness of connection of drug abuse and societal problems

Lack of understanding of the damage underage drinking and illicit drugs have on the adolescent brain

Existence of community norms and parental attitudes favorable to the use of alcohol by youth

Low perception of harm related to illicit use of alcohol in under 21 year old population

Low sample size of the CCYS

Prevention programs are not targeted to meet the individual needs of the school population

High-risk populations not addressed

System problems – information sharing, monitoring, evaluation, ets. 

The discussion led to the prioritization of – Lack of understanding of the damage underage drinking and illicit drugs have on the adolescent brain.

The goal became to increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the damage alcohol and drug abuse have on the adolescent brain.

We began to brainstorm the populations we would like to reach first –

Key Leaders/Community Leaders
Political Leaders
Church Leaders
Parents
School Board
Media
Pharmacist, Pediatricians and ER Doctors

We began to brainstorm what we would do –

Resolution from City Council 

Educate key leaders on Brain science and task them to participate in the process

Media Campaign

ID Gepra results (MHSD 10,000 students)

Get Brain science modules included in existing science classes mandated across school system

Next Meeting December 14th 2012 10am until noon at Healing Hearts on Airline
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