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Attendees: Robert Gallati (Arc Associates), Donna Betzer (HealthyLifestyle Choices), Seton Jenkins( Citizens for 1), Data Work Group members of the GNODDRC, Dr. Gary Asmus, John LaCour, Ted Teddle- Picard Center.

Prior to the meeting an agenda was sent to the Picard Center containing Proposal 1 of the Data Work Group (DWG) intended to increase CCYS participation from 10 to 70% in the 2014 CCYS survey year

The meeting began with introductions and a brief history of the Coalition and the DWG.  Bob Gallati explained the Coalition’s intent to ensure appropriate measurement in our targets of reduction.  He and the Picard Center attendees discussed the critical role of the CCYS as a tool for policy and program development and to measure change. Bob  gave an overview of the Drug Free Communities Grant and the intent to build coalitions in neighborhoods who would apply for their own DFC funding.  The first year of the DFC grant will be spent on capacity building and ensuring that the importance of participating in surveys (such as CCYS) and the collection of other data sources is embedded in neighborhood norms.

John LaCour gave a history of the CCYS survey.  He explained that it has evolved over time to add a section on gambling and that presently SAMHSA is requesting that the survey be geared to include more behavioral health questions.  John stated that Louisiana is the 2nd highest state for dispensing ADHD medication and that one of the added questions is “Are you currently taking medication for a Behavioral Health problem?”

Bob requested information regarding the process for adding content.  Dr. Asmus stated that the timing is right to add content and a question that they would want to know is what community the coalition would want to do with the information.  Bob stated that it is important to look at the problem, the magnitude and the trend.  Since marijuana is a priority substance identified by data, it would be helpful to have a parallel question related to where students get alcohol to indicate where students obtain marijuana.

Bob stated that the DWG and Coalition is interested in increasing participation in the survey as well as implementation and execution of the Survey.  Ted distributed a manual that is sent to schools containing information on how to deliver the survey to students.  Ted stated that he contacts the schools, requests how many surveys are needed and then distributes to schools.

A conversation ensued regarding the importance of marketing the CCYS to school personnel and the critical nature of building a cadre of professionals and organizations that have appropriately implemented the CCYS.  Dr. Asmus, Ted and John stated that they would help to research Regions with high participation rates to discover the model of success that they are using and replicate it.

Seton stated that  Debra Morton, Ted’s contact for the Recovery School District, had asked that the DWG members ask the Picard Center how the CCYS ties into achievement .  A conversation ensued regarding the correlation between substance use and poor student achievement.stated that Debra is a coalition member

Outcomes of Meeting

A partnership was established between the Picard Center and the Coalition in order to help facilitate a greater participation, better implementation and execution, and increased completion rates of the CCYS survey in New Orleans.

The Picard Center was impressed that a local coalition had approached  them as they have felt that the CCYS findings are not presently being sufficiently utilized throughout the State for program and policy planning.

Dr. Asmus is the Chair of the State Epidemiology Workgroup and has offered to dialogue with SEW members regarding our data proposals.

Dr. Asmus stated that he would explore the possibility of looking for funding that would help sustain the data infrastructure.

The 2012 analysis of the CCYS will be available within the next few weeks which the Picard Center stated that they would share with the coalition.

The Picard Center agreed to participate in meetings with the Coalition and the DWG to provide insight on the survey and its potential.

The DWG will submit the additional content questions to Picard Representatives who will present the requests and rationale to Bill Blanchard, a DWG member and OBH project director responsible for the CCYS contract.
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