Advisory on
Participation in 2014 Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS)

The Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS) is a school-based paper-and-pencil questionnaire administered biennially to Louisiana students in grades 6, 8, 10 and 12. The survey is administered in November of even-numbered calendar years. Reports are provided to schools the following spring (6 months later) to help them plan prevention services for the coming school year.

The CCYS provides the most comprehensive and timely information about substance use, violence, negative consequences, and risk and protective factors for the adolescent population. It is specifically designed to support policy development and prevention efforts at the state, parish, community, school district and school levels. In addition, the CCYS measures alcohol and drug treatment need among adolescents.

The CCYS was developed under the sponsorship of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to support the design, implementation, and evaluation of prevention programs which SAMHSA funds. The CCYS provides the basis for selection and delivery of evidence-based programs (EBPs) required by SAMHSA. Louisiana receives $5 million for prevention services through SAMHSA’s Block Grant. The CCYS also supports the requirements of other funding sources including DOE, DOJ and private foundations.

Louisiana has conducted the CCYS since the late 1990’s. Over 100,000 students completed the survey in 2012. Reports are available on the Internet for each parish for 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2012. However, participation in the survey has been exceptionally poor in Orleans Parish, as low as a 10 percent completion rate[footnoteRef:1] in 2010. While this rate increased to 17 percent in 2012, a completion rate of at least 60 percent is needed to have confidence in statistics at the parish level, and even greater participation is needed for neighborhood-level statistics [1:  The percent of enrolled students who completed a valid survey.] 


While information from the CCYS survey is exactly what we need, as a result of poor school participation the Orleans Parish data for 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2012 are of little use, except to the individual schools that participated. If Orleans Parish wanted to collect this data itself, it would cost at least $70,000 for the printing and scanning of forms, the analysis and production of reports for the parish, school district and individual schools. But that is a small amount compared to the value of the information lost if we fail to obtain adequate participation in the CCYS survey. 

Beginning in January 2014, the metropolitan parishes need to secure participation of at least 80 percent of their schools, public and private. Active outreach to schools is needed to assure that they have the training needed to administer the survey effectively in order to achieve an overall completion rate of 70 percent. In addition, assistance should be provided to schools in using their data to assure a return on their invenstment.
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If we fail to obtain adequate participation in the 2014 CCYS survey:

· Greater New Orleans parishes will continue to be at a disadvantage in efforts to secure funding, especially for services targeted to children and families, by a lack of data.
· The Drug Demand Reduction Strategic Plan will have no baseline for measuring attainment of goals for the adolescent population.
· School districts, prevention providers and communities will have no data with which to plan prevention strategies and evaluate their effectiveness.
· We will have no accurate measure of substance use disorders and treatment need among adolescents in Orleans Parish.
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